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December 31, 2023 
Open Letter to ACLU of Delaware- 
 
The Delaware Association of the Deaf is profoundly disturbed and disappointed by the 
decision of the Delaware ACLU to file a complaint to the U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Civil Rights, accusing the State of Delaware Department of Education of denial of 
programming/services, using a justification basis that includes false statements, erroneous 
and outdated information, misrepresentations of current practices, and is rooted in 
ideological bias against a range of other programming and service options provided by the 
State.  
 
Reviewing current research findings and practices in Delaware and nationwide, there is no 
agreed upon “gold standard,” a baseless and ideologically driven claim made in your 
complaint. In fact, countless studies on brain development and language in infants, 
including Deaf infants, recommend immediate and intensive immersion in a fully 
accessible natural language, including ASL a natural visual language, as being critical.  
Listening and Spoken Language (LSL) is not a language, it’s one of a plethora of methods 
used by some oral-only practitioners who continue to ignore the documented benefits and 
role of visual language, American Sign Language (ASL)/English bilingualism, which doesn’t 
discriminate against either visual or auditory languages and uses various methods to 
develop both according to the child’s individual needs and language preferences.   
 
In regard to the statement that there have been “over referrals'' to attend the Delaware 
School for the Deaf (DSD).  The Individualized Education Plan (IEP) team, including parents 
and local education agencies (LEAs) for each student, determines the appropriate 
placement and services based on each student’s unique needs, including language and 
communication.  An examination of Federal policies related to the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), including pertinent policy research and academic 
documentation, indicates that schools for the deaf may serve as the least restrictive 
environment (LRE) for a deaf/hard of hearing (D/HH) student.  Schools for the deaf like 
DSD provide deaf and hard of hearing students with full, direct, and unimpeded access to 
language, communication and learning commensurate with what their hearing peers 
experience daily in their local public schools. 
 
Providing direct and unimpeded communication and bilingual language opportunities at 
DSD also includes addressing their speech and language therapy needs through a variety of 
means, in accordance with their assessments and IEPs/Individualized Family Service Plans 
(IFSPs).   As previously stated, IFSPs and IEPs are a team effort and recommendations on 
placements, programming and services are an outcome of that process.  
https://www.infanthearing.org/ehdi-
ebook/2020_ebook/18%20Chapter18EarlyIntervention2020.pdf  
 

https://www.infanthearing.org/ehdi-ebook/2020_ebook/18%20Chapter18EarlyIntervention2020.pdf
https://www.infanthearing.org/ehdi-ebook/2020_ebook/18%20Chapter18EarlyIntervention2020.pdf


“Learning two languages [that is, American Sign Language (ASL) and English] is 
advantageous for deaf and hard of hearing children” (Baker, 2011).  Research has shown 
that sign language does not harm speech development.  In fact, it helps with speech 
development.  No language means no speech.    
http://www.jcih.org/JCIH_2019_Executive_Summary.pdf  
 
Comparison of peer matched groups, choosing cochlear implantation and speech training 
with cochlear implantation, speech training and sign language use,  findings showed the 
group with signing performed better in all areas, (language, speech, emotional and 
cognitive development) by far.  https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-
abstract/136/1/170/29040/Should-All-Deaf-Children-Learn-Sign-
Language?redirectedFrom=fulltext  
 
We request that your organization immediately withdraw this complaint. 
 
DAD Board 
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